ii               LAND" REVENUE             53

mation of an economic kind anything like as
full and accurate as the information we have
been able to obtain in Western Countries.
Such information can only be gradually
acquired by Governments possessing a highly
trained civil service, and its acquisition is
often a costly matter. In England the per-
manent civil service is perpetually tabulating
statistical information and pouring out every
week masses of printed material1 of a kind
likely to assist Cabinet and Parliament in the
work of legislation and to enable the
intelligent sections of the public to criticise
effectively the activities of the State. Yet
even here, one of the strongest objections
urged against the newly introduced principle
of taxing future unearned increments in land
values has been the immense cost which the
necessary surveys will involve. Yet period-
ical assessments for the Land Revenue can no
more be dispensed with in India than can in
England the annual assessments of all members
of the middle and upper classes by the Income
Tax Commissioners. The latter is, of course,
much the less expensive process, as the tax-
1 See Preface,